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lesion, to lot ,1 the CIA decide whether A 
f jcrime had been committed by its em- 
ployees or' agents and whether security 
Considerations precluded prosecution 
ji Seven when a crime had taken place. 


ifei Organized in January with the in- 
Inspector general’s 1973 report as one of 
basic primers, the commission con- 
cluded this month that the CIA had 
Engaged in “plainly unlawful” conduct 


ams 

, , s , v»f V - j . ; a * ; 

frariklj/ didn't care at that point 
whether it was 20 cases or 40 cases. The 
' fact was there weren’t going to be any 
more,” ; ■ r , 

. The Rockefeller commission found 
more instances of burglary, bugging, 
and other misdeeds than he was aware 
of, Colby indicated, Another reason for 
the escalating statistics, he said, was 
the fact that he agreed with the com- 
mission at the outset that the CIA 
would not interview former employees 


lU-from burgiary 'through bugging to £ su g gestioti that the 

-tithe LSD testing and other activities. * 

l*&ut ! Colby . indicated that he never 
i-jOven contemplated going to the Justice 
[^Department at the time. 

“In retrospect, I would say yes, I 
j/^hould have," the 55-year-old Colby aC- 
£ ^khowledged. “No question about it, we 
f Isljould have done it.” 

7 Colby* said he first reached that con- 
^ ' J elusion * “sometime in December”—- 

- which was the month that The New 
' York Times disclosed some of the ac* 

ifjrtlvities recounted in the 1973 report 
( g£The tJIA director said he realized that 
*$*month that “I do have an obligation to 
1 . '< actd^lly carry down to the Department 
i of Justice and let them make the deci- 
pCjjion as to whether anything should be 
^ prosecuted or not” 

; After . conferring with ‘ Schlesinger, J 
, •^♦“who in a sense did direct me” to go to 
U jpapitol Hill, Colby said he .briefed 
gjhoth Rep. Lucien Nedzi (D-Mich.) and 
SjS Sen. John C. Stennis (D-MissO, the* 

|*j|ichairmen of the Senate and House sub- 
jpj committees in charge of CIA oversight, 

^Mn late May, 1973, on thq agency’s im- 
f. ‘proprieties. But clearly, Colby agrees 
I* now, “that isn’t enough." 

Now chairman of the special House 
’♦^committee investigating the CIA, 

■r ‘Nedzi, who has recently come under , 

- fire for taking no action 1 two. years ago, 

. “asked a lot of additional questions,” 


6 Missteps ’ 

whether any prosecutions should be 
undertaken. 

Colby said he was confident that no 
CIA employees will be indicted be- 
cause, he said, he fells, they, were act- 
ing under the belief that whatever 
they did, ?while perhaps “technically” 
illegal, was permissible “in th* gourse 
of their duties ” \-v 
Among Colby’s August, 1973, direc- 
tives was an order that the “CIA will 
not engage in assassination nor induce, 
assist or suggest to others that assas- 
sinaition be employed,” birt.he said an 
earlier ban had been issued by Helms 
in March, 1972, three months before 
the Watergate break-in. \ 

Asked what prompted the Helms 
edict, Colby said it was issued because 
of the heavy amount of publicity stem- 
ming from Colby’s 1971 congressional 
testimony on Operation Phoenix in 
South Vietnam, which critics charged 
relied heavily on torture and assas- 
sination. 

The 1972 directive, Colby said, was 
written “just to make clear what his 
[Helms] policy and my policy were 
to clarify the records so that it’s clear 
what our policy was.” ■ ( 

The Helms order was not widely dis- 
seminated, however. Neither the White 
House f nor congressional overseers 
were told about it at the time, Colby 
said. Even the CIA’s general counsel 
in 1972, Lawrence Houston, who is now 
retired, said he never heard of it until 
it was publicly disclosed several days 
ago., , 

Voicing high praise for the CIA and 
its employees despite the current furor, 
Colby said he has no idea when the 
investigations will end, but made plain 
that he hopes they will close down as 
quickly as possible. 

“I think any less dedicated group of 
people would have all flown away 
Helms took a similar step with, tapes f long ago, but this is an: enormously 
he hdd 6n leaving the agency 'in Janu- • highly motivated, dedicated, . talented 
Qrv iQ 7 v 41 fitroup/of people, 1 "Colby said. “Our in* 

y,’J It , . . , . telligence is the best in the woVld." 

... t . . 1 V nT Unquestionably, Colby said, the CIA 

thing to do with Watergate, [that] he made mistakes, but he called this the 
was just getting rid of all this junk : ;1 result of an old tradition that its work 
people collect, you know,” Colby said. .V- was not supposed to be talked about, 


agency was trying to influence their, 
testimony. 

Consequently, Colby said, “the com- 
mission knows more than, i 
do . . . There’s a couple of cases, a 
couple of incidents mentioned [in the 
commission report] that I didn’t know 
about. I don’t challenge the fact that 
they happened. But they’re not in our 
records.” 1 ; v’ . . ; . 

"" ■ " 

‘I think aiiy less dedi- 
cated group of people 
would have all flown 
away long ago . ... f 

" ~ ^TTT - t; 

The commission also said in its re- 
port that some ClA records had been 
ordered destroyed In 1973, including 
152 separate 1 files on the drug-testing 
program. 

C61by said he had various documents 
destroyed, and indicated that the drug- 
testing records were among them. 

“We had files around here Wi 
shouldn’t own, some of these surveil-j 
iance things and stuff like that,” he! 
said, “and, I had' directed, ‘let’s get rid] 


fr^.ljolby recalled, but was app^'ently sat- ******* 

j jJisfied With the answers he got and did ^bat former CIA Director Richard M. 

|*]iot inform his colleagues, t 

f ?L,Colby did not. characterize Stennis’ 

JiTpactlon, but he has long been a stolid 
defender of the CIA. Apparently both 
$h[e and Nedzi accepted Colby’s assur- 
ances that corrective action would be 
,f|iaken. •• <• , . i LXvf \ ti 

sfl No? follow-up investigation was con - 
•> : .ducted, including within the CIA, 

, [[determine whether any . of the. a 
JJfties. warranted prosecution , o3r to, 

^xtensive/they actually were:^' ‘,s » ;.• „„„„ i , ■' o«pciv 1Blull> 1V jei in bui 

JF Repeatedly, Colby emphasized that hiS 4 apartment in. 1973 .along With the in- v * ble,” Colby said, but even so, 

W-mind was , oh the , future, . onj», mkking jspbetof . ’^general’s - findings, Colby v "the country’s been well se _ 

fixture they didn!t happen again4 |i p ^ ‘vpaused Vaft d\ said, '‘softly, ;’“r:^imess.?^ thls ' : ' il «? nc y an< * 1 think it will be well 

P ^^^He^said he issued “specific S v ' 

Ifons* with /aspect f 

Ifdrie# activities' 

I nspector general’s report” on Aug. 29, 

J f 1973, banning some, laying dpwn strict 
J rules for others and declaring still oth- 
j ,ers permissible. 

5 Concerning the CIA’s “following of 
l people around in America,” Colby said, 
i f °r example, he “issued a directive say- 
5 1 ing 'you won’t do that any more’ . * Li 



he said, 
served by 


rather flimsy, but other documents, he 
agreed, probably' should have been 
sent over. * 

The Justice Department is studying 
the evidence compiled by the Rockefel- 
ler commission, concerning both do- 
mestic spying and CIA involvement in 
assassination plots, to determine 


future, even 

/ said with a grin, 
he plans to “tear up” a, lot more files 
as soon as investigators are done with 
them, j . . ff , * ; ■ /. 

Have' a bonfire? he was asked. 

. “Damn right,” the CIA director said, 
pointing out the windows to the closely 
guarded 219*acre site. “Right out 
there.” 
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The committee herewith submits to you the enclosed 
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By IRVIN MOLOTSlffi 
Americans ,met_the 


A^3"1[T^ea pfrne, for, fi ling 
’T ecfer a) Tnc ome tax, retur ns, 
p IhULliSSi 'ex^WfUZ any 
[.indication, thousands o of 
people to 

upde livera ble ; because . the 
Twrong Ifodless is on the 


Wrong Xii^fessess ^^pfThousands Fron^Gett ' 
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forms, ” said a spokesman for 
. the Internal Re venue S erv- 
jce d'istrict' "6?fTce m Kf5 okl- - 
jyn, JfcaSesi to Jrwkly n , 

Queemg a nd N assau and Suf- 
falk Cojuki'es. 

However, he wa s atjaJoss' 
to guesTwhy m ere were so - 
^ mianv inoorre^OSl^gS . in '■ 
his dist rict. At a recent 
count, 2,086 checks nepre-: 
sen ting last year’s refunds • 
and destined for Queens indi- \ 
viduals and 3, 273 for people 
in Brooklyn were returned 
to the government as unde- 
liverable. Their face value 
was just a hit under $1 mil- 
lion. ' 

In Nassau ■* County 372 
checks were undeliverable 
and .in Suffolk there were 
353. Together, they had a 
face value of $165,000. 

Milton A. Waldman, a 
spokesman for the Manfhiat- 
tan district, Said, “Returned 
checks are almost traditional. . 
i Th e number may vary, ' but 
it happens every year.” 

Here are recent figures for 
returned checks in the Man- 
hattan district: 4,265 checks 
in Manhattan' and 2,131 in 
the Bronx with a combined 
face value of nearly $1-5 
million; 110 checks sent to 
Staten Islanders with a value 
of $25,000; 106 checks worth 
$33,000 sent to Rockland 
County residents and 426 
checks worth $1 1*9,000 sent 


r , ., 

:|tb Westjchestef .County ires- 
idents. : . . : : i 

A similar, situation had ex- 
' isted in ' New Jersey until 
a -sizable dent was made in 
the backlog because that 
state has many medium-sized i 
newspapers that serve limit - 
*ed areas, and the Internal 
Revenue Service has found 
that many people respond 
when local papers carry lists 
’ of taxpayers in. their commu- 
; “niities entitled to refunds. 

A recent compilation; 
showed that 900 checks des- 
dined for Essex County res-j 
iderits and worth $8,113 had 
. been returned undelivered, 

; as were 825 checks worth 
$5,433 in Passaic, Bergen and 
Morris ' Counties combined, 

. 700 worth $2,862 in Hudson, 

' 170 worth $614 in Middlesex, 

. .300 worth $1,585 in Union" 
and 120 worth $2,863 in 
Monmouth. 

For the country as a whole, 
ja s of last summer, 89,000 
checks worth $25. million had 
been, returned to the Govern- 
ment . as undeliverable. 
People who think they should 
have received refunds last 
year but did not should call 
the Internal Revenue Service 
in their -areas. 

These who have movec 
since filing can pall the office 
with jurisdiction for their ole 
addresses without charge bj 
using the , list of toll-free 
numbers available in I.R.S 
pamphlets, including Publi 
cation 17, “Your Federal In 
come Tax.” 
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